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of a Going” 


By John Ritchie, Secretary, Upper Andes Agency 


HERE is a time to march and a time to 
wait. To wait on God’s marching orders 

is to save loss, increase strength, and seize the 
opportunity. When his time comes to march, 
there are not lacking signs. ‘When thou hear- 
est the sound of a going * * * then thou shalt 
bestir thyself,” is Biblical and sound strategy. 

In the report of the American Bible Society 
for 1825, which was its ninth annual report, 
we read of the enthusiasm aroused by the pros- 
pect of the forthcoming publication of the New 
Testament in “the Quechua or Peruvian lan- 
guage, spoken by more than a million of intelli- 
gent people—the certain prospect of the speedy 
completion of the 
translation of the | 
whole Bible into |% 
that ancient and 
sacred language of 
the Incas, and also | 
into the Aymara 
and Moxa lan- 
guages spoken by jf 
two hundred thou- 
sand people.” 

Early Translation 

The letters of 
James Thomson, 
written in Peru 
during 1823-24, 
reveal the source es 
of this enthusi- [Kis lege 
asm. The circula- © 
tion of the Holy 
Scriptures was his ruling passion. In Novem- 
ber, 1823, he was able to report that “two of the 
Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, and the two 
Epistles of Peter, are already translated into 
this ancient tongue. The translation of the 
rest of the New Testament is going forward. 
The parts I have mentioned are a revising by 
four gentlemen * * * all the four are mem- 
bers of Congress, and one of them is a clergy- 
man. ‘The gentleman who is engaged in the 
translation is a descendant of one of the Incas, 
or kings of Peru, and a native of the city of 
Cuzco.” In July, 1824, the translation of the 
New Testament had been completed, and St. 
Luke carefully revised. 


THEY CALL THEIR LANGUAGE 


When the approach of the Spanish army 
drove him and the revisers out of Lima, he 
carried the precious manuscript with him. No 
printing press could be found in the country to 
print the Gospel by St. Luke. So when it was 
decided, in view of the extremely unsettled 
state of the country, that Mr. Thomson should 
take the opportunity for a trip home to Scot- 
land, the manuscript was carefully packed and 
entrusted to an English gentleman, who was to 
carry it back to Lima, so that the work of re- 
vision might be completed. ‘That was the last 
he ever knew of his treasured Quechua Testa- 
ment. His letters during the ensuing years 
show with what 
persistence he en- 
| deavored to re- 

cover the manu- 
script. But it was 
lost. 

“God’s Time Not 
Wet 

God’s time for 
the Quechua New 
| Lestament was 
not yet. We know 
now that the cir- 
culation of such a 
book among the 
Quechua-speaking 
Indians would 
have been practi- 
cally impossible 
for many years 
after that date. We also know that any circu- 
lation attained would not have benefited the 
Indians for whom it was intended. They have 
remained until recent years almost entirely il- 
literate. An Indian who could read was very 
rare. There were no evangelical Christian 
workers among them until after the end of the 
century. 

But Quechua (or Keshwa, as it is now being 
written) is still an important language. It is 
spoken by the bulk of the Indian population of 
Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia, and the Indians 
are the immense majority of the population of 
these three republics. It is still “the language 
of more than a million people’ who would not 
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understand the Scriptures in any other lan- 
guage. 

A number of notable changes have come, 
during recent years, to enhance the importance 
of this language, and especially so for the read- 
ing of the Holy Scriptures. An effective move- 
ment in favor of the education of the Indian 
has made itself felt in the governments of Peru 
and Bolivia. Missionaries and native Christian 
workers have settled in the Indian villages and 
communities, and are conducting schools among 
them. In addition, a number of other factors 
have entered into the life of the Indian which 


WHEN THE CATHEDRAL BELL ANNOUNCES THE ELEVATION 
OF THE HOST 


are all working in the same direction. The 
coming of the automobile has led to roadmak- 
ing. ‘This, in turn, has led to the development 
of commercial enterprises, in which the Indian 
finds employment which awakens him to new 
ideas, and brings him into contact with em- 
ployers who have an interest in the Indian 
knowing how to read instructions. The In- 
dians have always formed the bulk of the Pe- 
ruvian Army. In modern times this is much 
more highly organized than formerly, and the 
first task of the military instructor to-day to- 
ward his recruit is to teach him to read. ‘The 
increase in literacy among the Keshwa-speaking 
Indians in recent years has been marked. 


Importance of the Mother Tongue 


But a great proportion of the Indians who 
can read has only a limited vocabulary in Span- 
ish. The mother tongue, which alone touches 
their emotions, is the Keshwa. In this lan- 
guage only do they possess a vocabulary which 
reaches much beyond the needs of the market 
place, and which approaches the realms of the 
soul. Hence, there has now arisen an urgent 
call for the New Testament in Keshwa. 

Other translations have been made since that 
procured by Mr. Thomson. St. Luke’s Gospel 
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in the dialect of Cuzco was published by the 
American Bible Society in 1901, and reprinted 
in 1912; but this edition is out of print. An- 
other translation was made in Bolivia and is in 
widespread use in that republic, where it is cir- 
culated by our Society. Copies of this trans- 
lation have recently been offered among the In- 
dians of the Cuzco Valley, and though it is not 
in their own dialect, such is their interest in the 
Scriptures, that this is obtaining an increasing 
sale, and the Indians labor with great persist- 
ence to read it. 

We were able recently, with the good help 
of the Rev. Alex. Jardine of Ayaviri, 
to put an Indian named Matias Arela 
to work for a month as a colporteur 
in the most populous Indian region 
of the whole Keshwa territory. Don 
Matias visited a number of Indian 
towns and communities more or less 
remote from the usual routes of 
travel. Crossing one of the high 
passes of the Cordillera Real at 
Crucero, he reached Cuyo-cuyo, fa- 
mous for its coca leaf. En route he 
sold the Scriptures in a number of 
places as Indian as their names, such 
as Punayllo, Chaqquichupe, Ucuviri, 
Llalli, Umachiri, and several others. 
He carried the Scriptures in both 
Spanish and Bolivian Keshwa. His 
sales surpassed the average of any of our 
regular colporteurs. His supply of Keshwa 
books, estimated for a month’s work, did not 
last him until the middle of the month. Yet 
he sold all but three copies at a price double 
that charged in Bolivia. Since that trip, the 


demand has continued, so that Mr. Jardine has 
Had we an 


been calling for further supplies. 
edition to offer in the dia- 
lect of Cuzco, or adapted 
to the whole Keshwa peo- 
ple, it should attain a wide- 
spread circulation rapidly. 


Problem of Orthography 


The translation of the 
Scriptures into Keshwa 
(Quechua) presents some 
problems which have not 
yet been solved. While the 
mass of the race has re- 
mained illiterate,some have DON MATIAS ARELA 
attained to an ample education. Many of these 
hold very decided ideas about how their mother 
tongue should be written. Now the writing of 
it is not simple; for it includes several sounds 
which do not occur in Spanish, which is the 
alphabet in use. How to represent these 
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sounds has been a problem to every writer of 
Keshwa. Each writer has adopted his own 
method. Keshwa orthography has, therefore, 
become a chaotic system. 

The missionaries cannot solve this problem 
as appears to them best, as they would in the 
case of a primitive African or Polynesian tribe ; 
for there are other writers to consider, also the 
national government and its education depart- 
ment. The recent activities of the Department 
of Public Instruction in Lima on behalf of the 
Indians has thrust into the foreground this 
problem of the orthography of the aboriginal 
languages. A commission composed of per- 
sons capable of dealing with these languages 
was recently appointed to formulate an ade- 
quate and uniform orthography. There is 
every reason to expect that this will be satis- 
factorily settled in the immediate future. 


Diversity of Dialects 


There remains the problem of the diversity 
of dialects, which divides the language into four 
main sections. Here the Bible Society can pro- 
ceed without waiting for the action of others. 
A small committee of Christian workers, drawn 
from the several regions of the Keshwa terri- 
tory, could in a comparatively short time, given 
up wholly to this enterprise, produce a revision 
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of all the available translations, which would 
be understood over most of the field, if not in- 
deed over the whole. This would be a great 
contribution to the spiritual welfare of this 
ancient and noble people, and would lead the 
way to their intellectual as well as their spir- 
itual emancipation, since it would unify the 
language, and make it worth while to print 
other books for the Indians in their own tongue. 

The Indian name for their language is not 
Keshwa, but Runasimi, which means, the lan- 
guage of all the people. This is the need of 
the hour in Bible work for South America— 
the New Testament in a true Runasimt, the 
tongue of all the Keshwa-speaking people. The 
time has come when this long-felt need can be 
met. There are now Christian workers avail- 
able to make the necessary translation and re- 
vision, giving consideration to all the dialects. 
The problem of the orthography is on the eve 
of final solution. The Indians are receiving the 
gospel, and can now read in ever-increasing 
numbers. The colporteur has unprecedented 
access to the whole territory of Tahuantinsuyo, 
the empire of the Incas. The sound of a going 
is in the tree tops; it is time to bestir ourselves 
and be up and doing, that the Word may have 
free course, that this people may be blessed, 
and that God may be glorified. 


The Bible Goes to Market 


By Mr. George F. Werpup, Chief Clerk, Central Agency 


There was a colporteur, as I have heard tell, 
Who went to market his Bibles to sell. 
He went to market all on a market day, 
And was wide-awake on the King’s highway. 


NCE upon a time, an aggressive colpor- 

teur, ever on the alert for new and un- 
trammeled avenues in which to promote his 
great work or a virgin soil in which to sow 
the Precious Seed, conceived the idea that the 
“market place’ would be ideal. In fact, this 
place is mentioned in the Book itself. 

With this colporteur, to think was to act. It 
required some persuasion and persistence until 
all the obstacles were overcome. But, finally, 
every hindrance was removed, the booth se- 
cured, and “the Bible went to market.” 

The original stand was located in the old 
market house and near the east entrance. In 
summer this was a pleasant location; but in 
winter it was almost an arctic experience. Nev- 
ertheless, every Saturday for ten years the 
Bible went to market, whether the thermometer 
registered ninety in the shade or two below 
zero. In season, out of season, steadily, faith- 
fully, the Bible was there to meet its many 


friends and, perhaps, a few enemies. Noise- 
lessly, sedately, it added its rare dignity of 
character and uplift to the surroundings, and 
wielded a wholesome, spiritual influence all its 
own. 

After a time the old market house was con- 
demned, and for a while the possibility of not 
finding a location for the Bible booth was dis- 
cussed. The age-old question arose—“Who 
shall roll us away the stone?” However, the 
Author of the Book will take care of his Vol- 
ume. Human fears were soon allayed, when a 
large brick garage was secured for a market 
house, and in it a far-better place than for- 
merly was made available for the Bible booth. 
The double booth which it now occupied was 
shared with a merchant of “Bakery Goods.” 
Quite appropriate, surely. Bread for the spirit 
and bread for the body, displayed side by side. 
By reason of this fact or to emphasize it, per- 
haps, the public is gently reminded by the scroll 
at the Bible booth, startlingly vivid— 

MAN SHALL NO LIVE BY BREAD ALONE, BUT BY 

EVERY WORD ‘THAT PROCEEDETH OUT OF 
THE MOUTH oF Gop. 
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While various merchants are assuring the 
public, in stentorian tones, of the rare quality 
and reasonable prices of their wares, blending 
in a chorus of competition, in the general din, 
of course, the voice of the colporteur is not 
heard. He is not obliged to cry the virtue of 
his wares. They speak inaudibly but eloquently 
for themselves. 

A Rendezvous 


Through the ten years the Bible has been 
going to market, its booth has become a sort 
of meeting place among the confusion of the 
other traffic—a wayside well—a resting place— 
an oasis. By mere reputation, the sacred Book 
sheds a silent influence upon all those connected 
with it, or who come within its presence. The 
public rightfully believe anyone allied with the 
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SIDE BY SIDE WITH “BAKERY GOODS” 


Bible should be trustworthy; a person to be 
confided in, and gone to, for advice. This prin- 
ciple comes down to us from Apostolic days, 
when Peter said to the Christ, “Lord, to whom 
shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal 
life.’ Ah, therein lies the secret of the Bible’s 
divine superiority. All other booths in the 
market are supplying necessities or luxuries for 
mortal life. The Bible supplies all things 
necessary for Eternal Life—‘that measureless 
expanse beginning when the last heartbeat shall 
have silenced.” ‘The Bible booth is, therefore, 
a great place to meet, and talk about the eter- 
nal verities in the presence of the eternal 
volume. 

Then, what a boon to the anxious pastor, or 
to the Sunday-school superintendent, who per- 
haps, by reason of manifold duties, has forgot- 
ten to secure a supply of the little Gospels or 
other Scriptures that he must have for tomor- 
row! How worried he looked when coming to 
the booth, but how relieved after he has been 
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supplied. The busy Sunday-school teacher, too, 
who, by reason of other duties, was hindered 
through the entire week from getting those 
Bibles for her precious class of primary boys. 
She had promised them, and it would never do 
to break her promise. How glad we are to 
help her keep the promise; and who can meas- 
ure the good accomplished again because the 
Bible came to market! 

Of course, the Bible meets with the skeptic 
in the market. That is to be expected. The 
mere presence of its indisputable truth chal- 
lenges argument from the enemy. Perhaps, one 
of the reasons why the Bible went to market 
was to meet some of its enemies who would 
never come to meet it in the store. However, 
being “sharper than any two-edged sword,’ 
the Bible is quite able to defend itself, and, 
being also invulnerable, it will “quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked.” It is almost pathetic 
to see a frail, little creature of time try to 
antagonize the Eternal, Omnipotent Word of 
his Creator. 

An Experience 


On one occasion our colporteur had the fol- 
lowing experience. The antagonist began the 
argument, and, in a short time, a small crowd 
had gathered. After the discussion had pro- 
ceeded to a vital point, the agnostic quoted the 
names of several Bible enemies to this extent— 
“Bob Ingersoll and Tom Paine, those were real 
men.’ Like an inspiration, our colporteur be- 
gan to sing lustily— 

Tom Paine’s body lies amoldering in the grave, 

But the Bible marches on. 


This provoked laughter from the listeners, and 
the agnostic left the booth in hasty defeat. 

If a perfect human record could have been 
kept through the ten years in which the Bible 
went to market each Saturday, it would cer- 
tainly be a‘thrilling story. The cosmopolitan 
crowds, among their other purchases, some- 
times took with them a copy of His ‘Word. 
Some, perhaps, were bought merely for a 
novelty ; some, because of a superstitious value 
the buyer placed upon the Bible; but many 
were bought as the first copy ever brought to 
their home. Nevertheless, regardless of their 
reasons, the people came to market and the 
Bible came to market; the contact was made, 
and we leave the results with its Author. 


To the Rev. G. B. Cameron, our former 
Secretary in the Philippines, we are indebted 
for a correction which we gladly make.  Silli- 
man Institute in the Philippines is in Duma- 
guete, not in Manila as stated in the September 
ReEcorp, page 154. The error is regretted. 
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‘Rejoicing in Hope” 


By George William Brown 


N eminent British preacher recently began 
a sermon with a statement to the effect 
that the function of religion everywhere and 
that of Christianity in particular is to enable 
men to stand up to life. The inadequacy of the 
definition would seem to lie in its aiming at lit- 
tle more than a grim facing of the untoward 
events of life. The Christian is not quite satis- 
fied to stand up under the bludgeonings of fate 
merely with head unbowed. There will be a 
glow on his face betokening more than dogged 
endurance. 
Dr. Albert W. Beaven, president of Colgate- 
Rochester ‘Theological Semi- 


on the lips of Paul; it was no shallow bit of 
optimism; it was no Pollyanna song. It was a 
profound conviction growing out of experience, 
in life, where men grapple with the hardest sit- 
uations which can be presented to them. Paul 
had come to his struggle, and come out of it, 
not only rejoicing in hope himself, but able to 
say to those to whom he wrote, ‘I am per- 
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things pres- 
ent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” 


nary, tells in the brochure 
which he has written for the 
American Bible Society in an- 
ticipation of Universal Bible 
Sunday, how certain Biblical 


Dr. Beaven asserts that the 
mere possession of a Bible in 
a home will not automatically 
bless that home. Out of the 
rich experience of twenty 


characters met the exigencies 
and reverses of life. Scrip- 
ture heroes and heroines 
stood up to life with a joyous 
hopefulness presaging a tri- 
umphant victory rather than | 
a grimly achieved conquest. } 
Dr. Beaven reviews thef 
course of this attitude in a 
number of outstanding Bibli- | 
cal characters, notably in 
Jesus, and in St. Paul from ] 
whose phrase “rejoicing in 
hope” the theme of the bro- 
chure and of Universal Bible 
Sunday has been taken. 

“This age needs a new in- 
oculation of the Bible,” writes 
Dr. Beaven. “It is the tonic 
we need when our hope ‘blood-count’ is low. 
If we could take into our systems more of its 
good cheer, its poise, its courage, its quiet con- 
fidence in the long processes of life, it would 
act for us as the keel does for the ship: it 
would hold us steady in the time of storm, and 
keep us from bobbing aimlessly around. May 
it not be true that one of the causes that have 
brought about our contemporary feeling of 
panicky fear is the lack of appreciation of the 
things for which the Bible stands? As minis- 
ters, coming before our people week by week, 
with the opportunity of recommending re- 
sources which they need and can secure, let no 
one of us underestimate the privilege that is 
ours in introducing people to the values which 
the Bible holds. 


“*Rejoicing in hope’ was no pious platitude 


ee ema 


lo a the joy and eine hea ) 
a erature which the Bible holds ; 
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years as the pastor of the 
Lake Avenue Baptist Church 
of Rochester he makes sug- 
| gestions to pastors as to how 
| Bible reading may be stimu- 
| lated among church members 
and, especially, in family life. 
| He concludes his brochure 
with an appeal to every min- 
ister “to look upon Universal 
Bible Sunday as a time when 
he can stress the importance 
| for our day of a wider con- 
sumption of the beautiful lit- 


of a broader familiarity with 
| the personalities to whom it 
introduces us; and, above all, 
of a deeper realization of 
how tragically necessary it is for us, that we 
catch again the point of view of our Lord and 
Master and weave it into our lives.” He sug- 
gests “that each minister look upon his parish 
and his congregation as constituting a labora- 
tory, in which he can carry on the experiment 
of finding how he can best instil into the lives 
of his people the habit of regularly reading the 
old Book and of practicing its precepts. While 
others are searching the stars, perusing soci- 
ology, studying economics to find the solution 
of our problems, we may, as ministers,’ he 
adds, ‘“‘strike a mine from which we can dig the 
gold for which all hunt.” 

Universal Bible Sunday, promoted annually 
by the American Bible Society and to be ob- 
served this year on Sunday, December 4, is 
growing in favor with the churches of America 
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as a day for emphasis upon the importance and 
value of the Scriptures. In a time of wide- 
spread depression, when serious emergencies 
must be faced and when new sources of 
strength are being sought, a renewal of Bible 
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study occasioned by the observance of Univer- 
sal Bible Sunday is bound to result in the de- 
velopment of rich spiritual resources with 
which the Christian can exultantly stand up to 
life. 


Drawing Near to Hear the Word 


By Sr. H. T. Marroquin, Secretary, Mexico Agency 


HROUGH ignorant fanaticism in Mex- 

ico, chiefly among the illiterate, Protes- 
tants have undergone much opposition and per- 
secution. How many Bibles, Testaments, Bible 
portions, and tracts have been torn to pieces! 
How much suffering, and how many lives even 
—some of them of Bible colporteurs—have been 
offered in behalf of the gospel! 

But times have changed greatly. Illiteracy is 
being reduced rapidly. A few years ago, the 
percentage of illiteracy in this country was 
eighty-five; it has now been reduced to some- 


has laid hold upon this young man, and is using 
him to great advantage in the dissemination of 
the Holy Scriptures. 

Never in the city of San Luis Potosi had so 
many people been seen to crowd around a col- 
porteur, in order to listen with interest to the 
reading of the passages of the Bible, and then 
—many of them—to buy their copies. The 
number was such that traffic was interrupted. 
The police actually put a stop to the young 
man’s work. But he obtained from the authori- 
ties a special permission to continue his labors, 


thing less than sixty. The 
school and the Bible are 
flooding even the remotest 
confines of the country with 
the light of knowledge, and 
the Truth which makes men 
truly free. The aspiration to 
know more is clearly mani- 
fested by the ignorant multi- 
tudes who swarm the streets 
of our villages, towns, and 
cities. This is illustrated by 
the accompanying photo- 
graph, taken a few weeks ago 
in one of the central streets 
of one of our Mexican cities, 
San Luis Potosi, which has 
always been noted for its 
deep-rooted Roman fanati- 
cism and its ignorant masses. 

Our colporteur who makes 
his headquarters in San Luis 
Potosi is a young Mexican 
twenty years of age, named 
Luis ‘Torres Marquez. When 
a boy, he was in a Roman 
Catholic school, preparing for the priesthood. 
He left the school and went out into the world 
to waste his inheritance after the fashion of the 
prodigal son. In those circumstances, the light 
of the gospel broke in upon him, and he sur- 
rendered himself. 

A little later, the missionary of the district 
recommended him as colporteur to the Secre- 
tary of the Mexico Agency. It has been nec- 
essary to watch him closely, and even to ad- 
monish him, But it would seem that the Spirit 


“What Do These Things Mean?’ on the poster made by him. 
each bear a single word. and, pinned to different parts of the pictured earth, 
suggest such facts as Restlessness, Depression, Plague, Cyclones, Hunger, War 


Colporteur Marquez (inset), reading from the Bible answers to the question: 


The white cards 


on the condition that he would not interfere 
with traffic. In this way, he has continued sta- 
tioning himself on the principal streets, reading 
aloud certain Bible passages which he chooses, 
and selling many copies, especially of the one- 
cent Gospels. 

In like manner, our young colporteur is hav- 
ing very good success in the hamlets, villages, 
and cities in the state of San Luis Potosi, and 
in the state of Zacatecas. 

People “are more ready to hear.’ 
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Twenty-three Years of Bible Distribution 


By the Rev. G. W. Fitzwater, Former Colporteur, South Atlantic Agency 


The Lord gave the word; great was the company 
of those that published it—Psalm 68: 11. 


OR sixty years I have 

been a preacher of the 
gospel “and not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ; for it 
is the power of God unto sal- 
vation to everyone that be- 
lieveth.” 

In the year 1885, instead of 
taking a charge in the beau- 
tiful town of St. Albans, 
West Virginia, I chose to ac- 
cept a call as colporteur or Bible distributor in 
Nicholas and other rural and rough counties in 
West Virginia. I took a good horse and buggy 
to convey my stock of Bibles to convenient cen- 
ters. With me I had saddle and saddlebags, 
so that I could ride horseback where my buggy 
could not be used. I then took it afoot from 
house to house, returning back to my horse. 
This I continued for fourteen months—my first 
experience in Bible distribution. I still have 
preserved my first commission from the Amer- 
ican Bible Society—Dr. McLean was the su- 
perintendent. 

The second and long experience I have had 
in Bible distribution began on the first day of 
April, 1909, under the management of the Rev. 
M. B. Porter, of the South Atlantic Agency. 
I first visited the people at the glass factories 
near my home town, Buckhannon, West Vir- 
ginia, meeting with encouraging results. The 
next day I filled a larger lock box and boarded 
a way freight to some public works fourteen 
miles up the Buckhannon River, whence I set 
out afoot with a heavy grip full. I found that 
small books were in greater demand, and that 
I could make notes if folks wanted a family 
Bible, and supply it later. On the way, I 
handed out some vest-pocket Gospels, 


A Recruit 


One young man, who was handling railroad 


MR. FITZWATER 


ties, received the Gospel of Matthew. He had 


grown up without religious instruction. 


Re- 


turning the next day, I passed him, and he 
called me and asked for another Gospel, as 


he had read the first through. I then gave him 


' Mark. A week later, as I was selling to the 


people on the station platform, the same youth 


came and asked for another of the Gospels. I 


told him he needed a T'estament, and he bought 
one for twenty cents. Perhaps six months 
later, a group of countrymen on the street 


corner of Buckhannon, our county seat, were 


talking Scripture and arguing, when this green 

country lad opened his pocket Testament and 

read the disputed passage to them—surprising 

his hearers greatly; for they knew how he had 

been reared. They tested him on many points, 

and he proved competent. That young man 

later worked in the tannery in Buckhannon 

and proved to be an excellent Christian, faith- 

ful in attendance at church and Sunday school, — 
and an influence for good. 

A sadder example: An old countryman, 
nearly eighty years old, said he had reared a 
family of nine children and had never had a 
Bible in the house—this because of indiffer- 
ence. I gave a Bible to one of his family who 
cared for him, and asked that it be read aloud 
in the home. 

Many homes in the counties of Lewis, Up- 
shur, Braxton, and Randolph, that year, were 
found without Bibles. I was delighted with 
the spirit of the young people in many in- 
stances, with their willingness to read and to 
receive the Word. Month by month my work 
extended with the same results, eventually 
covering all the mountain counties of the state. 


Used at the Capitol 


Soon my work became well known in the 
state capital, and the Board of Control, recog- 
nizing the advantages of my position, gave me 
orders for Bibles for the inmates of the state 
institutions. Having filled a large order for 
the State Home for Girls at Salem, I received 
a letter from the matron a few months later, 
stating that she was delighted with the refor- 
mation that the use of the Bibles had effected. 
The girls were much more easily governed 
and more moral in their behavior. Similar re- 
ports came from other state institutions. 

By this time a large correspondence from 
all over the state had grown up. I was con- 
stantly receiving orders from Sunday-school 
superintendents, heads of institutions, ete. 
These were invariably accompanied by encour- 
aging reports of the beneficent results of Bible 
distribution. In addition to these, I was plied 
with letters requesting information about the 
Bible. These came from all parts of the coun- 
try and were never ignored, but answered at 
my own time and expense. 

I worked the counties of Preston, Braxton, 
and Webster, as well as the Fast Public Works 
of Nicholas, the great hunting ground of that 
old county on the Richwood branch of the 
B. & O. Railroad. I found much need of Bibles 


throughout all that region, where many for- 
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eigners were (and are) engaged on the public 
works, Hence the need of Bibles in a dozen 
foreign languages for that region. In all cases, 
the people of a given nationality were anxious 
to have the Bible in their own language. They 
read it with joy, except where this privilege 
was denied them. 

This brings the story of my work up to the 
fall of 1917. At that time my superintendent 
extended my territory to include North Caro- 
lina, where I spent four months of each year. 
Except for the milder winters, the experiences 
in North Carolina very nearly duplicated those 
of West Virginia. 


Busy Seven Days a Week 


During these years of labor, I spoke on Sun- 
days in churches, on week days to the work- 


Secretary 
Porter says: 
bi “This snapshot 
will give some 

idea of the 
steps Mr. Fitz- 

water often 
climbed, with 
i) a heavy load of 
books, to reach 

a Bibleless 
home or speak 
on matters of 
the soul. Some- 
times it takes 

200 steps to 
reach a West 
Virginia hill- 

side house,’’ 


ing men as they left their day’s labor; I went 
to the logging camps, buried the dead, visited 
the sick in homes and hospitals; crossed the 
mountains by log trains, walking between con- 
nections—often across snow-covered moun- 
tains through trackless wilderness. 


The Lord cared for me daily; preserved me 
from the perils of sickness, of storm, and of 
robbery when waylaid by bandits in the lum- 
ber regions of the Eupine Mountains. All this 
time I was encouraged by my superintendent’s 
cordial letters, which acted as balm to my soul. 

These years had many incidents—even to 
mention them would take too much space and 
time. Suffice it to give as illustrations some 
from a single day. 


A Decoration Day 


On that day I had a stand, vending Bibles 
in the little town of W—. The chief of police 
had bought several Bibles for his neighbors. 
It was Decoration Day; the town was crowded. 
I was selling fast. The Biblestand was the 
great attraction. Suddenly a portly gentleman 
called out, “Parson, show me a Bible.” He 
found a passage and read aloud: “And if they 
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drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them” 
(Mark 16:18). Then he challenged me: 
“Now, who can believe that? I am a physi- 
cian; you know the deadly nature of strych- 
nine. I’ll put ten grains of strychnine in this 
glass of water. Will you drink it, and put your 
God to the test?” 


I promptly answered: 
don’t need your medicine.” He replied, “I 
knew you could not believe that book.” Then 
said I, “Is that your precious little daughter 
by your side?” He assented. “Now, suppose 
you and your family, in a crowd from a ball 
game, are walking along the levee; the river is 
quite swollen; this sweet child has hold of 
your hand. But, suddenly, she slips loose and 
leaps into the river. The child is rescued! 
When all is quiet, the next day, you ask the 
child why she sprang into the river. She says, 
‘Oh, papa, I just thought I would see if you 
thought enough of me to get me out.’ Would 
you not think this a very foolish freak—an 
unjust criticism upon your parental affection ?” 
He looked thoughtful. 


I continued: “There is another important 
aspect to this text you read. ‘It shall not hurt 
you’ does not necessary mean that God will 
prevent its hurting you by a miraculous cure. 
But this is his method. He gives us his Holy 
Word, which civilizes people, spreads intelli- 
gence, sanitation, science, benevolence; estab- 
lishes hospitals and medical schools, and all the 
helpful benefits that come through Christian 
civilization. So, my friend, you trained phy- 
sicians are really products of Bible civilization, 
and I will let God use your medical skill, and 
give God thanks, and you, the money.” 

For years that doctor has been a close friend 
of mine. And I have never heard of any 
skeptical meetings being held in that city since. 

A leading lawyer also came to question: 
“Why did they leave out more books of the 
Bible than they put in?” I answered: “Such 
a thing never happened. But, isn’t it strange 
that you skeptics are more ready to believe the 


“No, Doctor; 


Apocryphal books, and those written by here-— 


tics, than the authentic books of the Bible 2” 
I then explained the false claim made by Arius, 
at the Council of Nice, in 325. He thanked 
me, and asked me to call at his office, which I 
did later. 

My third interrogator was an oil refiner of 
say thirty-five. After many other inquiries 
had been answered, while I sold about one 
hundred books, the oilman leaned against my 
shade tree, saying, meekly, “May I ask you a 
few questions?’ He asked many pertinent 
questions, all of which I tried to answer. He 
was sincere and thanked me, saying, “You 
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have given me more satisfaction than any man 
DPve met.” He went home and burned up his 
infidel books. An evangelist conducted a series 
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of meetings in the city that summer. That 
man accepted Christ and joined the church. 
The Lord was present on that day. 


An Example from Mexico 


By F. L. Meadows, M.D., Hospital Latino-Americano, Puebla, Mexico 


B those who make it possible for your So- 
ciety to distribute Bibles in Mexico could 
know what one single copy has done, and that 
without a single word of explanation, I believe 


that they would take new courage and push 


forward this great work. 
Jalapa del Marquez is situated just south of 


the big mountains, among the foothills, two 
_ days’ travel from the Pacific coast, down where 


clinic trip or medical mis- 
-sionary tour about 


| known to the chief of the 


mayor, Samuel Garcia and I |] 
started out to try to find a |§ 
lad who, when he came to 
our Puebla hospital some 
years ago, gave this southern 


7 


_ village as his home. 
been converted after leaving 


houses we went, inquiring. 
_A bit after dark, on our third 


the ocean line runs east and west. The political 
factions that sided with Porfirio Diaz, and those 
supporting the revolution of 1910, have never 
forgiven one another. So ten to twenty polit- 
ical murders mark each year. Those in political 
power make it so unpleasant for their adver- 
saries, that many of them 
stay out in the mountains 
and rob for their living. 
We reached Jalapa on a 


sun- 
down one day. As soon as 
we had made ourselves 


federal guard and to the 


He had 


his native state. Into several 


or fourth call, I told the head of the house that 


we had medicines down at the town hall and 
would attend all who would come the following 
day; then asked if they knew the lad. The man 


- answered that he knew him, but that, years ago, 


he had gone up north, and nothing much was 


known as to his present whereabouts. I casual- 


ly remarked that we were evangelicals, and, 
understanding that this lad was also of our 
belief, we had hoped to have the pleasure of 


saluting him in his home town. 


The Story 


As I mentioned the word evangelicals, I 
noticed the man’s face light up. Then he be- 


gan, “I have a Bible—have had it for eight 


years, and not one living soul has ever passed 
this way who could help me by explaining to 
me its words.’ I asked him where he got it. 
He explained that a traveler, eight years ago, 
who was without funds to buy food, sold it to 
him for one peso, about thirty cents. Then he 
turned to Samuel Garcia and said, “Did you 
not pass through here three years ago? You 
were alone, and spent the night in the town 
hall, without letting anyone know that you were 
a Protestant, until the next morning as you left 
town, you distributed some tracts. Well! My. 
children came home with one of your tracts. 
Though I had never seen anything like it be- 
fore in my life, I just knew that you must be 


“MY CHILDREN CAME HOME WITH ONE OF YOUR TRACTS” 


a man who knew something about this good 
book. I fain would have overtaken you; but 
how could I, afoot, and you mounted. I had 
then studied my Bible for five years, and my 
first and only chance to have it expounded to 
me had slipped away. Imagine the desolation 
that I felt in my heart.” Then, with his big 
eyes full of tears of joy, he said, “Now I have 
you under my own roof, will you not do me 
the honor of giving some conferences here in 
this your house, that all my friends may also 
understand the good news that is found in this 
wonderful book?” Samuel accepted at once his 
invitation, and promised to preach in his home 
the following evening. 
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Then Martiniano Matus, our new friend, told 
us how he had been despised and ill-treated 
because of the Book. The priest had told the 
people bad things about him. They would rather 
have kicked him than speak to him as they 
passed on the streets. But these things were 
now passed, because all the village began to 
notice that his life was different from their 
own. Somehow they had come to respect him, 
because he would not stop to do little mean 
things in return for their abuses. 

An Emissary for Christ 

The next morning as I was attending a num- 
ber of patients at one end of the town hall, 
Martiniano came in. He said to the mayor, 
judge, clerk, and a number of aldermen as- 
sembled, “I am not of your political inclination, 
and have not come down here for any business 
whatsoever. But I have come down here just 
to be with my friends here,” as he pointed to 
us. “They are Protestants. There are lots of 
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them up north, and they have come all the way 
down here to see me. Don Samuel is going to 
preach to-night in my house, and all of you 
are invited to come.” It did my heart good to 
note in his conversation, which followed with 
his townsmen, that he considered himself one 
of God’s redeemed children in no uncertain 
terms. Surely, the Holy Spirit illuminated the 
pages of that Bible, so that, in this great wilder- 
ness of lost souls, Christ has an emissary. 

Often we sell Testaments to people who can- 
not read. After hearing a few passages, they 
say, “I’ll find the person who will read it to 
me. Here is the money.” The government of 
Mexico, in teaching the Indian children to read 
and write, is doing much to advance the king- 
dom of God. Ten thousand schools have been 
opened in as many villages during the past 
few years. We must do our part by placing the 
Book of Books in the hands of these people, 
for their children can read it to them. 


Colored Young People and the Bible 


By the Rey. D. H. Stanton, Division Secretary, Atlanta 


HE work in the Atlanta Division of the 

Agency among the Colored People has 
had more than the usual interest for the past 
six months. There has been, here as elsewhere, 
the same inherent, if sometime dormant, hunger 
for the Word of God; the same difficult prob- 
lem in finding a sufficient number of interested 
and interesting persons, among adults, to sat- 
isfy that hunger by joyously distributing that 
Word; the same embarrassing shortage of 
funds, which has made the purchase of the 
Scriptures difficult for so many in all the fields ; 
and the same satisfaction which is always the 
lot of those who give themselves to this holy 
task. But, there has been an added satisfac- 
tion, and interest, in the way an increasing 
number of young persons have become inter- 
ested in both the study and distribution of the 
Scriptures. 

In some places, the boys and girls have not 
satisfied themselves, nor us, in the number of 
Bibles, Testaments, and parts they have been 
able to sell; but not once have we been disap- 
pointed in the spirit with which they have gone 
about this work. In the early part of the year, 
we had the boys and girls, in a number of small 
towns, canvass a given community to ascertain 
the number of homes without Bibles; and, im- 
mediately following this canvass, attempts were 
made to furnish the homes thus found through 
these youngsters. 

In East Point, Georgia, this was attempted 


by putting on a contest of distribution between 
a half-dozen boys and girls in two churches. A 
few hundred copies of the Book of Genesis 
were placed in their hands, and a time was set 
for the contest to close. On the night set for 
the close, not one copy was left. This was re- 


PARTICIPANTS IN A BIBLE CONTEST AT 
FAYETTEVILLE, GA. 
peated in Columbus, Georgia, where there are 
several thousand colored people, with the result 
that a prominent business man became inter- 
ested and purchased 5,000 copies of the Gos- 
pels for free distribution by these young peo- 
ple. This is part of a paragraph from a letter 
sent me by him: “Enclosed you will find check 
for twenty dollars for the Gospels sent. The 
stock is exhausted. 
copies of St. Matthew by return mail. I need 
them to-morrow to be able to continue my give- 
a-portion campaign through these boys and 
girls. They are the proudest bunch you ever 
saw. You spoke of being interested in Bible 


Please send me 2,500 


Bible; 


November, 1932 


reading as well as selling. I happened to ride 
through a section where my boys were giving 
them away, and in three blocks I counted 
twenty-five persons on their porches reading 
their books.” 


FROM POOR HOMES IN RURAL GEORGIA 
TAKEN AT McDONOUGH 


Later, we selected one young person in each 
of several churches, and attempted to awaken 
an interest in the Bible by having them furnish 
the membership with that book in which the 
Sunday-school lesson for that time was found. 
This was of special benefit to the churches, as 
well as to our work. 

Perhaps, the most satisfactory work was 
done in connection with some conferences of 
young people we had during the months of 
June, July, and the first few days of August. 
Oné of these conferences, held at Fayetteville, 
was attended by large numbers of young and 
old people. Considerable interest was shown, 
and a goodly number of Bibles, Testaments, 
and parts were sold. Wherever these confer- 


ences have been held, the thing that has been 
gratifying beyond measure has been the inter- 
est shown in Bible study—which very naturally 
makes the sales much easier. 


A conference 


j 1 : '&£ ay, 
n a FoR F 
REV. C. W. ADAMS AND SOME OF HIS 
YOUNG PEOPLE 


was attended by more than four hundred peo- 
ple. All were not especially interested in the 
but it was gratifying to see them 


present. 
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These conferences are awakening an interest 
in the Bible which we hardly expected when we 
began them. Especially is this true among the 
poor people in the neglected sections of the 
cities and in rural Georgia. One of the col- 
porteurs writes that his sales doubled the week 
following a young people’s meeting in Florida. 
A special program has been carried out by the 
young people of Gainesville, Georgia, under the 
direction of the Rev. C. W. Adams, pastor of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. This closed 
an effort to place some part of the Scripture in 
every home in that town. 

One of the special by-products of these meet- 
ings has been the large place the Bible is re- 
ceiving on the programs of the District Sunday- 
school and Epworth League conventions, in the 
Methodist Episcopal churches, and in similar 
young people’s organizations in other denomi- 
nations. In spite of the shortage of funds, we 
are looking forward to an increase in the num- 
ber of Bibles, Testaments, and parts sold dur- 
ing the remainder of the present year. 


Difficulties and Encouragements 


In some sections of our Division it must be 
admitted that we have great difficulty in keep- 
ing the workers encouraged. As the bread line 
lengthens, and the number of those who cannot 
find work with which to purchase the bare ne- 
cessities of life increases each day, it becomes 
considerably more expensive to carry on. 
There is a willingness, on the part of some, to 
work at a sacrifice (if such is possible in this 
type of work), however; for there are in these 
most-needy communities a greater hunger for 
the “Bread of Life” of which the Scriptures 
speak, than in many of the more favored places. 
Mr. Gordon, one of our workers, had been 
working hard in a community for some days 
without any creditable showing, when he an- 
nounced, a few days ago, that he had received 
an order for 500 Bibles, to be delivered to the 
principal of the colored school in Newnan, 
Georgia, during the month of September,—a 
Bible for every pupil,—and was daring to help 
him secure the funds to pay for them from the 
young people and their parents. 

Another thing which has proved helpful has 
been the observation of Bible Sunday in certain 
communities, where we have had reason to be- 
lieve that Universal Bible Sunday would re- 
ceive none too much recognition. All the day, 
at every service, special emphasis is put upon 
the Bible. The pastor preaches the midday ser- 
mon; for we believe a special Bible message 
by him will have the necessary sticking power. 
In every place this has helped beyond our ex- 
pectation. 
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OCTOBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE sixth stated meeting of the Board of 

Managers was held on October 6, Presi- 
dent Talcott in the chair. The attendance was 
unusually large. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Rey. J. Oscar Boyd, D.D. 

The Rev. E. Brennecke, Ph.D., a new mem- 
ber of the Committee on Versions, was intro- 
duced, as were the Rev. J. Oscar Boyd, D.D., 
Levant Agency, and the Rev. Edgar C. Powers, 
National Capital Agency. They were greeted 
by the members of the Board during a brief 
recess taken for the purpose. 

The Secretaries were requested to send a 
message of greeting and good wishes to Presi- 
dent Emeritus E. Francis Hyde and Rev. 
Henry A. Stimson, D.D., a long-time member 
of the Committee on Versions, on passing their 
ninetieth birthdays. 

The President was requested to appoint com- 
mittees to prepare memorial minutes on the 
Rev. Frederick W. Jackson, a ministerial mem- 
ber of the Board, and Mr. James N. Gamble, 
a Vice-President of the Society; and the Sec- 
retaries were requested to send a message of 
sympathy to the family of Mr. Frank Battles, 
an Honorary Life Member, all three having 
passed away since the last meeting. 


The minutes of the third stated meeting of 
the Board of Managers were approved, it being 
reported that no meetings were held on the 
dates for the fourth and fifth stated meetings. 


The Rev. Drs. Minot C. Morgan and Robert 
M. Hopkins, who had been in attendance at 
the World’s Sunday-school Convention at Rio 
de Janeiro in July, reported briefly on the new 
Bible House rapidly nearing completion in that 
city; spoke in warmest terms of the position 
and service of Agency Secretary Hugh C. 
Tucker, and emphasized the signal service the 
Society is rendering in the erection of the 
Bible House in Rio. ‘They reported also the 
success of the World’s Sunday-school Conven- 
tion with its 1,600 delegates, Dr. Tucker hay- 
ing been an important factor in this success. 
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The minutes of the various standing com- 
mittees were presented and approved. 

Among the actions taken were the appoint- 
ment of the Rev. J. S. N. Tross as Secretary 
of the Charlotte Division of the Agency among 
the Colored People, as of September 1, and 
the granting of ten weeks’ leave to Dr. Marcial- 
Dorado, of the West Indies Agency, to re- 
spond to an official request that he attend the 
next session of the Spanish parliament to ren- 
der assistance in the preparation of laws bear- 
ing on religious liberty. 

The special business of the day was the 
presentation of reports by Secretary North and 
Treasurer Darlington on the conference of 
representatives of the American, British, and 
Scottish Bible Societies in London during July. 
A part of the afternoon session, and all of the 
evening session held at the Fifth Avenue Hotel 


after dinner, were devoted to the matters then . 


reported. At the evening session, which was 
also largely attended, additional statements 
were made by the officers and by Mr. Daniel 
Burke and Dr. J. Oscar Boyd, who had been 
in attendance at some of the sessions of the 
conference. After discussion, the various sub- 


jects and recommendations were referred to 


the Committees on Foreign Agencies, Versions, 
and Publication, and one subject to a special 
committee. 

The unanimous feeling of the members pres- 
ent about the London conference found ex- 
pression in the following minute: 


The Board of Managers of the American Bible So- 


ciety record their profound gratitude to Almighty God 
for the blessings he has vouchsafed to the three Bible 
Societies through the recent conferences in London 
and manifested in practical achievements for more 
effective collaboration, in the far-reaching vision ac- 
corded to their common thinking, and in a deepened 
sense of common fellowship in Christ and in his 
service; they affirm the conviction that, as we can- 
not do our share of the common work apart from 


him, neither ¢an we do it adequately apart from one ~ 


another. 


A resolution was adopted of warm apprecia- 
tion of the hospitality and courtesies extended 
to the representatives of the American Bible 
Society by the committee, secretaries, and staff 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 


The Treasurer reported :— 


Consignments to Foreign Agencies during June 
were: Brazil, 405 volumes, Caribbean 22,121, Mexico 
61,082, Siam 78, Upper Andes 86, West Indies 3,378; 
total, 87,150; value, $3,132.18: during July, Caribbean 
9,143 volumes, Mexico 2,720, Upper Andes 11,565, 
West Indies 6,895; total, 30,323; value, $4,611.79: 


during August, Caribbean 531 volumes, China 208, 


Japan 2, La Plata 40,590, Mexico 4, Philippines 1,680, 
Upper Andes 1,023, West Indies 7,250; total, 51,288; 
value, $2,371.09. 


Issues from the Bible House were 321,252 volumes 


in June, 181,761 in July, and 248,441 in August. 


CASH RECEIPTS IN SEPTEMBER, 1932 


LEGACIES 


HOME AGENCIES MISCELLANEOUS 

Ford, Ellen N., Sant “uz, PAL antiowmandem erates: ove dines $1,248 02 Alden Memorial Fund, In- 
ee ae sheave Re es nice $750 00 Central ea terre Soares ct erates 556 61 COMES Fo ci vpavsustine cle: althovertiaeins $13 34 

eaten Caroline e TS. Now: Colorediiern ctr vost os ines 751 07 Annuity Department ..... 55,256 84 

‘cl ’ Cc oH 270 00 ADE cong ale Sica oA ME cy 5 726 50 Annuity Gifts Invested, 

Hunt 2 ie ehsesace sae teats National Capital 314 50 IRninicinale=--racseeie tenes 20 05 
unt, eodore W., Cam- INorthwesterm (eyes 1,333. 56 Bible House Rentals ...... 6,412 49 
Gia; ING Ms votoossbosoor ORS OMe eRacificumadenitent ns: 1,103 46 Biste Socrety Recorp 8 71 

Strong, Mary L., Kenosha, Gouin ANG A 4 adobe acus 917 15 Burr, J., Legacy, Income . 554 62 
WIGS. UganriGr ahh Sem erates 269 60 poutiwesicrs Dee vera, GE an 3 Funds Received for ‘Trans- 

VESECR Tas tem tiara eis Len 3 3 IMISSIONM Moarniwite curser oe 1,013 00 
$1,290 18 Gifts for Distribution to 
$8,128 15 the Blind: 
———_——_ From Churches .. $7 64 
ANNUITY GIFTS Included in Home Agencies’ Receipts From Individuals. 756 18 
Amount received during the Donations from Auxiliary aa 763 82 
EOTLE ae ere ese $29,467 25 *s Bible Societies: eau eae por Sod Booos He 68 
ee ae, ennsylvanian sis rca castale ifts from Individuals ... ,982 48 
Gifts from Churches ...... 64 55 Huston, Charlesanna, Leg- 
AUXILIARY SOCIETIES Gifts from Individuals 145 05 Eker alter Ganan poe 1,570 00 
pes ———— Income from Available In- 
a hceee ed en $607 60 vestinents™ duce «dem seiete ee 3,958 24 
Account Account RETURNS FROM_ SCRIPTURES ence sp eae aera 33,232 21 
. : . n- 

Bible Society of b HATED nuity Investments ...... 111 00 
(Maine tte ests oars : $62 52 Board of National Missions, Insurance Paid in Advance 193 25 

Rehicavos, Tl, 55.6... $66 70 Presbyterian Church $32 88 Legacy Equalization Fund, 

Columbus, Welsh, Sanity ge ds, coahusooewod 0 50 THicomeg etwas 4,636 37 
Wie aecabartores By Manufacturing Credits ... 3,010 11 

Connecticut ....... 25 56 $33 48 Ogg, Alexander W., In- er 

TA on COMME Sh stemculsyele, ee ieiiola ees 

ea ee ee RECAPITULATION Pension Fund, Income ./.. 5,398 50 

‘Sigur ODE pueegne. Ba ie WERORS! Doocco ocsetoG oie $1,290 18 Rent from Real Estate .... 421 95 

Seciie Co... Welsh Annuity) Gitte ia. sas. d0ue 29,467 25 Sage Bible House Fund, 

ee 429100 Auxiliary Societies, Dona- PHiGOIME. arse eis oetevctcoa weston 225 00 

St. Louis, Mo. .... 145 48 tion PACcount Meiers. poe 198 70 cones the Trade ....... wee ag 

ooliz County, Ala $00 Sook Account sorssves, 828.46 Wragg, Rev. and. Mrs. J, 

Q28 46 From Home Agencies ..... 8,128 15 P., Fund Invested ...... 60 00 

; $82 re Returns from _ Scriptures is ee 
Donation Account 198 70 DYN! Soonscdobeo oda: 33 48 $125,927 77 
$1,027 16 $39,946 22 Total Cash Receipts... $165,873 99 


CASH STATEMENT FOR SEPTEMBER, 1932 


GENERAL CASH STATEMENT 
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means everything 


«++¢+¢fo THEM 


‘In these days of uneasiness “A short time ago I began to 


SAFETY | 


about investments, it is so com- think about an income for the 
fortable to know that my annuity future, Experience taught me 
agreement with the American that some investments were not 
Bible Society is absolutely safe satisfactory and secure. I had 
and that I can depend on the very little to expend but that 


payments from it. And I know little meant much to me. Safety 
that all the time my money is therefore was the first requisite.” 
doing good.”—A, D, ... Illinois IM Pate one New York 


“ Safety is one of the many satisfactory features 
Safety first se by the annuity Terenas ‘ata by 

the American Bible Society. Instituted in 1816 
this organization has for over eighty years been issuing annuity 
agreements and has never missed a single payment. Many testimonials 
similar to the above have been received expressing great satisfaction 
in the freedom from anxiety made possible by the safe character of 


the Society's annuities, 


The safety feature of an American Bible Society 


Safety plus annuity agreement 1s further enhanced by the 
assurance that on through the years it will con- 
tinue to do good, Great satisfaction comes to the Christian in know- 
ing that because of his annuity the comfort, the counsel and the 
challenge of the Scriptures will be distributed across the earth through 

the service of the American Bible Society, 


“Mrs. S, and I are thoroughly pleased with the an- 
nuity agreement of your Society which we hold. We 
know that it is safe, and that the money which we 
have placed with you on the annuity basis will return 
to us a steady and reliable income no matter how 
long we may live. We like to think also that when 
we no longer need this income the principal will be 
used for the translation, publication and distribution 
of the Scriptures, a work so essential to the Christian 
missionary program.”——J, S$... . Oklahoma 


You, too, should know about these Annuity Agreements. The coupon 
below, filled out and mailed to us, will bring you full information. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Astor Place, New York UM OF 
Please send me your booklet 62E, giving full information ny 
on the annuity plan of the American Bible Society. It is » ih 


understood that this request places me under no obligation. 


Ir ANO 
FOR THis e > N Denomination z AS HIGH AS 


IN AME 


eo cy DQ? 


City State ACCON 5 \ ge 


Be sure to fill in clearly your name and complete address, 


